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CORPORATION 

POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
02-8710-91-PA 
Rev. 0 

Booth Oil Co. NYD002131860 
Site Name EPA Site ID Number 

76 Robinson Street 
North Tonawanda, New York 02-8710-91 
Address TDD Number 

Date of Site visit: Off-Site Reconnaissance. November 9.1987 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The Booth Oil Co. Site, an inactive site that operated until 1982, is located in an industrial and 
residential section of North Tonawanda, Niagara County, New York. The New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) has been working with the Booth Oil Co. 
in the cleanup and removal of all above- and below-ground storage tanks on the site. All tanks 
have been removed, and an RI/FS is planned. 

NYSDEC states that the site is heavily contaminated with oil, and PCBs were found in the oil 
boom at the Robinson Street storm sewer discharge into the Niagara River. There are three 
surface water intakes within 1 mile of the site that serve the cities of Lockport, Tonawanda, and 
North Tonawanda. Groundwater is not used as a drinking water source. 

PRIORITY FOR FURTHER ACTION: High Medium _ No Further Action X 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

No further action is recommended for this site due to NYSDEC involvement in the removal and 
cleanup of the site. A followup inspection is recommended, however, to ensure that ail 
cleanup efforts have been made. 

Prepared by: Donna J. Restivo 
of NUS Corporation 

Date: December 3.1987 



EPA 
POI ®l IAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
PART 1 - SITE LOCATION AND INSPECTION INFORMATION 

I. IDENTIFICATION 

01 STATE 02 SITE NUMBER 
D002131860 

II. SITE NAME AND LOCATION 

01 SITE NAME (Legal, common, or descriptive name of site) 

Sooth Oil Company 

02 STREET, ROUTE NO.. OR SPECIFIC LOCATION IDENTIFIER 
76 Robinson Street 

03 CITY 

North Tonawanda 

04 STATE 05 ZIP CODE 

14120 

06 COUNTY 

Niagara 

07 COUNTY 

CODE 
063 

08CONG 
DIST 

32 

09 COORDINATES 
LATITUDE 
4 3°0 1'5.8".N 

LONGITUDE 
0 7 8° 5 2'3 6". W 

10 DIRECTIONS TO SITE (Starting from nearest public road) 

From Tonawanda take Route 384/265 North to Robinson St., just after Rtes. 384 and 265 meet. Turn right onto Robinson St. The site is on the left just after the second set of railroad 

tracks. 

III. RESPONSIBLE PARTIES 

01 OWNER (if known) 

Booth Oil 

02 STREET (Business, mailing, residential) 

Katherine St., 8ok 10112 

03 CITY 
Buffalo 

04 STATE 
NY 

05 ZIP CODE 
14210 

06 TELEPHONE NUMBER 
(716)855-2212 

07 OPERATOR (if known and different from owner) 08 STREET (Business, mailing, residential) 

09 CITY 04 STATE 11 ZIP CODE 12 TELEPHONE NUMBER 

13. TYPE OF OWNERSHIP (Check one) 

x A. PRIVATE _ B. FEDERAL: 

_ F. OTHER: 
(.agency name) 

. C. STATE 

G. UNKNOWN 

D. COUNTY E. MUNICIPAL 

(Specify) 

14 OWNER/OPERATOR NOTIFICATION ON FILE (Check all that apply) 

_ A. RCRA3001 DATE RECEIVED: B. UNCONTROLLED WASTE SITE (CERCLA 703c) DATE RECEIVED: 
MONTH DAY YEAR 

XC. NONE 
MONTH DAY YEAR 

IV. CHARACTERIZATION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD 
01. ON SITE INSPECTION 

x YES DATE: 

_ NO 

10/15/87 

MONTH DAY YEAR 

BY (Check all that apply) 

. A. EPA _ B. EPA CONTRACTOR x C. STATE 

. E. LOCAL HEALTH OFFICIAL _ F. OTHER: 

CONTRACTOR NAME(S): 

_ D. OTHER CONTRACTOR 

(Specify) 

02 SITE STATUS (Check one) 

_ A. ACTIVE x B. INACTIVE _ C. UNKNOWN 
03 YEARS OF OPERATION 

Unknown / 1982 UNKNOWN 
BEGINNING YEAR ENDING YEAR 

04 DESCRIPTION OF SUBSTANACES POSSIBLY PRESENT, KNOWN, OR ALLEGED 
PCBs were discovered in the storm sewer discharge from Robinson Street into the Niagara River. 

05 DESCRIPTION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD TO ENVIRONMENT AND/OR POPULATION 

There are three surf ace water intakes within 1 mile of the site that serve lockport. Tonawanda, and North Tonawanda. There is a potential for direct contact (Cont'd) 

V. PRIORITY ASSESSMENT 

01 PRIORITY FOR INSPECTION (Check one. If high or medium is checked, complete Part 2 - Waste Information and Part 3 - Description of Hazardous Conditions and Incidents) 

_ A. HIGH _ B. MEDIUM _ C. LOW x D. NONE 

(Inspection required promptly) (Inspection required) (Inspect on time available basts) (No further action needed, complete current disposition form) 

VI. INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM 

01 CONTACT 
Diana Messina 

02 OF (Agency/Organtzation) 

U.S. EPA, Region 2, Edison, New Jersey 

08 TELEPHONE NUMBER 
(201)321-6776 

04 PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR SITE INSPECTION FORM 
Donna J. Restivo 

05 AGENCY 
U.S EPA 

06 ORGANIZATION 
NUS Corp., FIT 2 

07 TELEPHONE NUMBER 
(201)225-6160 

08 DATE 
12/03/87 

CONFORMS WITH EPA FORM 2070-12 (7-81) 
02-8710-91-PA 
Rev. No. 0 



ATTACHMENT 

POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

PART 1 - SITE INFORMATION ASSESSMENT 

02-8710-91-PA 
Rev. 0 

05 DESCRIPTION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD TO ENVIRONMENT AND/OR POPULATION 

because the area surrounding the site is unfenced and easily accessible. 



EPA 
POTEITriAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
PART 2 - WASTE INFORMATION 

I. IDENTIFICATION 

01 STATE 
|MV 

02 SITE NUMBER 
D002131860 

II. WASTE STATES, QUANTITIES, AND CHARACTERISTICS 

01 PHYSICAL STATES (Check all that apply) 

_ A. SOLID _ E. SLURRY 
_ B. POWDER, FINES _ F. LIQUID 
x C. SLUDGE _ G. GAS 

D.OTHER 
(SPECIFY; 

02 WASTE QUANTITY AT SITE 
(Measures of waste Quantities 

must be independent) 

TONS 
CUBIC YARDS 

NO. OF DRUMS 

03 WASTE CHARACTERISTICS (Check all that apply) 

X A. TOXIC _ E. SOLUBLE _ I. HIGHLY VOLATILE 

_ 0. CORROSIVE _ F. INFECTIOUS _ J. EXPLOSIVE 

_ C. RADIOACTIVE _ G. FLAMMABLE — K' REACTIVE 

D. PERSISTENT _ H- IGNITABLE _ L. INCOMPATIBLE 

M. NOT APPLICABLE 

III. WASTE TYPE 

CATEGORY SUBSTANCE NAME 01 GROSS AMOUNT 02 UNIT OF MEASURE 03 COMMENTS 

SLU SLUDGE Unknown 

OLW OILY WASTE Unknown 

SOL SOLVENTS 

PSD PESTICIDES 

occ OTHER ORGANIC CHEMICALS 

IOC INORGANIC CHEMICALS 

ACD ACIDS 

BAS BASES 

MES HEAVY METALS 

IV. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES (See Appendix for most frequently cited CAS numbers) 

01 CATEGORY 02 SUBSTANCE NAME 03 CAS NUMBER 04 STORAGE/DISPOSAL METHOD 05 CONCENTRATION 06 MEASURE OF 
CONCENTRATION 

OLW PCB Unknown Unknown 

V. FEEDSTOCKS (See Appendix for CAS Numbers) 

CATEGORY 01 FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER CATEGORY 01 FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER 

FDS FDS 

FDS FDS 

FDS FDS 

FDS FDS 

VI. SOURCES OF INFORMATION (Cite specific references, e.g. state files, sample analysis, reports) 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Memorandum to James Moran from Peter Buechi on 9/21/87. 

Telecon between Matt Cullen, NYSDEC Region 9, and Donna Restivo. NUS Corporation on 11/23/87. 

CONFORMS WITH EPA FORM 2070-12 (7-81) 
02-8716-9i-i>4 
Rev. No. 0 



_ _ . POTENTIA® AZARDOUS WASTE SITE M 
EPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 

1. IDENTIFICATION _ _ . POTENTIA® AZARDOUS WASTE SITE M 
EPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 
01 STATE 

NY 

02 SITE NUMBER 

D002131860 

II. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 

01 x A. GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION 

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: o 
02 _ OBSERVED (DATE: 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 
x POTENTIAL ALLEGED 

There is a potential for groundwater contamination due to any oil waste and grease on site; however, groundwater is not used as a drinking water source. 

01 X B. SURFACE WATER CONTAMINATION 02 .OBSERVED (DATE: x POTENTIAL ALLEGED 

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: Aoorox. 80.000 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

PCBs were discovered in the storm sewer discharge from Robinson Street into the Niagara River. There are three surface water intakes within 1 mile of the site that serve lockport. 

Tonawanda. and North Tonawanda. -

01 _ C. CONTAMINATION OF AIR 

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 
02 .OBSERVED (DATE: 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

. POTENTIAL . ALLEGED 

There is no potential for air contamination; the materials on site are not volatile. There are no reports of previous incidents of air contamination. 

01 _ D. FIRE/EXPLOSIVE CONDITIONS 

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 
02 .OBSERVED(DATE: 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

J _ POTENTIAL ALLEGED 

There is no potential for fire/explosive conditions; all rhe.tanks have been removed from the site. 

01 x E. DIRECT CONTACT 

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 13.174 
02 OBSERVED (DATE: 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

J x POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED 

The potential for direct contact exists; the area surrounding the site is unfenced, and the site is easily accessible. 

01 x F. CONf AMINATION OF SOIL 

03 AREA POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: _ Unknown 

(Acres) 

The potential exists for the contamination of soil due to any oil waste and grease present on site. 

02 .OBSERVED(DATE: 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

J x POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED 

02 .OBSERVED (DATE:. _) x POTENTIAL . ALLEGED 01 x G. DRINKING WATER CONTAMINATION 

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: Aoorox. 80.000 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

PCBs were discovered in the storm sewer discharge from Robinson Street into the Niagara River. There are three surface water intakes within 1 mile of the site that serve Lockport, 

Tonawanda, and North Tonawanda. 

01 _ H. WORKER EXPOSURE/INJURY 

03 WORKERS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 
02 .OBSERVED(DATE: _ 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

J _ POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED 

There is no potential for worker exposure/injury as the site is inactive. 

01 x I. POPULATION EXPOSURE/INJURY 

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: Approx. 80.000 

02 .OBSERVED(DATE: 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

_) x POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED 

The potential for population exposure/injury exists through direct contact with potentially contaminated soil in an unfenced area. The potential also exists through drinking 

potentially contaminated water from surface water intakes on the Niagara River used by.Lockport, Tonawanda. and North Tonawanda. 

CONFORMS WITH EPA FORM 2070-12 (7-81) 

C2-8710-91-PA 
Rev. No. 0 



POTENTIAJMAZARDOUS WASTE SITE M 
CD A PRELllinyiARY ASSESSMENT ^ 

• PART 3-DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 

|. IDENTIFIC 

01 STATE 
NY 

ATION 

02 SITE NUMBER 
D002131860 

IL HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS (CONTINUED) 

01 x J, DAMAGE TO FLORA 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

02 .OBSERVED(DATE: J x POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED 

The potential exists for damage to flora due to any oil waste and grease present on site that may contaminate the soil. 

01 x K. DAMAGE TO FAUNA 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (Include name(s) of species) 
02 .OBSERVED(DATE: J x POTENTIAL ALLEGED 

The potential exists for damage to fauna due to any oil waste and grease present on site with which animals may come in direct contact. 

01 _ L. CONTAMINATION OF FOOD CHAIN 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

02 .OBSERVED(DATE: 

The potential for contamination of the food chain does not exist; PCBs are not bioaccumulative. 

J _ POTENTIAL ALLEGED 

01 x M. UNSTABLE CONTAINMENT OF WASTES 
(Spills, Runoff, Standing liquids. Leaking drums) 

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 13.174 

02 .OBSERVED(DATE:. J _ POTENTIAL x ALLEGED 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

PCBs were discovered in the storm sewer discharge from Robinson Street into the Niagara River. 

01 x N. DAMAGE TO OFF-SITE PROPERTY 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

02 .OBSERVED (DATE: 

The potential for damage to off-site property exists due to materials present on site migrating off site. 

j x POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED 

01 x O. CONTAMINATION OF SEWERS, STORM DRAINS, 02 .OBSERVED (DATE: 
WWTPs 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

PCBs were discovered in the storm sewer discharge from Robinson Street into the Niagara River. 

J _ POTENTIAL x ALLEGED 

01 _ P. ILLEGAL/UNAUTHORIZED DUMPING 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

There is no known evidence of illegal/unauthorized dumping. 

02 .OBSERVED(DATE: J _ POTENTIAL ALLEGED 

05 DESCRIPTION OF ANY OTHER KNOWN, POTENTIAL, OR ALLEGED HAZARDS 

There are no other known, potential, or alleged hazards. 

III. TOTAL POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: Aoorox. ao.ooo 

IV. COMMENTS 

None 

V. SOURCES OF INFORMATION (Cite specific references, e-g. state files, sample analysis, reports) 

Telecon between Matt Cullen. NYSDEC Region 9. and Donna Restivo. NUS Corp.. 11/23/87 //New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Memorandum between James 

Moran and Peter Buechi on 9/21/87.//letter from Edward Belmore. NYSDEC Region 9, to Paul Sikora. Assistant City Attorney, City of North Tonawanda, 9/19/85.//General Sciences 

Corp., Graphical Exposure Model Systems (GEMS), uandover, Maryland, 1986.//New York State Department of Health, New York State Atlas of Community Water System (Cont'd) 

CONFORMS WITH EPA FORM 2070-12 (7-81) 

02-8710-91-PA 
Rev. No. 0 
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ATTACHMENT 

POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 

V. SOURCES OF INFORMATION (Cite specific references, e.g. state files, sample analysis, reports) 

Sources, 1982.//Off-Site Reconnaissance Information Reporting Form, TDD No. 02-8710-91, NUS Corporation Region 2 FIT, 
Edison, New Jersey, November 9,1987.//Telecon between Mr. McDonough, North Tonawanda Water Department, and Donna 
Restivo, NUS Corporation, 11Z24/87. 
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BOOTH OIL COMPANY 
NORTH TONAWANDA, NEW YORK 

TDD No. 02-8710-91 
NOVEMBER 9, 1987 
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BOOTH OIL COMPANY 
NORTH TONAWANDA, NEW YORK 

TDD NO. 02-8710-91 
NOVEMBER 9, 1987 

PHOTOGRAPH INDEX 

Photo Number Description Time 

IP-19 Facing the site from Robinson Street, looking at 1250 
the one-car garage. 
Photographer: Robert Nies. 

1P-20 Facing the site from Robinson Street, looking at 1252 
four-car garage. 
Photographer: Robert Nies. 

lP-2'1 Facing east from parking lot view of site. 1300 
Photographer: Robert Nies. 
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IP-20 November 9, 1987 
Facing the si te from Robinson 
car garage. 
Photographer: Robert Nies. 

1252 
Street, looking at the four-

1P-19 November 9, 1987 
Facing the si te from Robinson 
car garage. 
Photographer: Robert Nies. 

1250 
Street, looking at the one-

B00TH OIL COMPANY, NORTH TONAWANDA, NEW YORK 



BOOTH OIL COMPANY, NORTH TONAWANDA, NEW YORK 

IP-21 November 9, 1987 1300 
Facing east from parking lot view of si te. 
Photographer: Robert Nies. 
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15 (12-75) 

TO: 
FROM: 
SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

MEMORANDUM 

: 

Mr. James Moran 
Mr. Peter Buechi 
BOOTH OIL CO., INC# NORTH TONAWANDA, N.Y. 
EPA I.D. NO. NYD002131860 
YOUR MEMORANDUM OF AUGUST 7, 1987 
SITE #932100 

September 21, 1987 

There has been a continuing program to close this Booth Oil Inactive Site. 
All processing operations were stopped in 1982 when Booth Oil moved to 
Katherine Street. 

All aboveground and belowground tanks have been cleaned and removed from 
site except VT-60. That tank was separately permitted under Part 360 
Permit No. 3425. It has been cleaned and awaits demolition (expected 
within the next month). Once tank removal has been accomplished, soil 
conditions under the tank can be evaluated as part of the overall inactive 
site closure. 

The overall site is heavily contaminated with oil. During the last two 
heavy rainfalls, oil with PCB's was found in the oil boom at the 
Robinson Street storm sewer discharge into the Niagara River. 

Closure progress at the site has been delayed by the fact that Booth Oil 
itself remains under Chapter 11 bankruptcy. Breslube Enterprises had 
been supplying money and personnel to keep minimum work going but, given 
the probable extent of the site remediation effort, their voluntary 
commitment is doubtful. 

DEE will be requested to issue a demand letter to the PRP's (generators, 
suppliers and Booth Oil Co.) for implementation of an RI/FS. Final 
closure of this site will depend on the results of the RI/FS. 

The final closure of separately permitted VT-60 (Permit 3425) will also 
await final site closure. However, we do not see the necessity for 
continued Compliance Inspections. 

We will keep you copied on future correspondence and actions pertaining 
to the facility. 

MC:sz 

cc: Mr. Edward Belmore 
Mr. John Tygert^ 
Mr. Edward Feron 
Mr. Paul Counterman 
Mr. David Mafrici 
Mr. John Middelkoop 



15 (12-75) 

TO: 
FROM: 
SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

Peter 
James 
Booth 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

MEMORANDUM 

Buechi, Regional Solid & Hazardous Waste Engineer, Re 
Sibbald Moran, Supervisor, Facility Permit Section 
Oil - North Tonawanda, EPA ID No. NYD002131860 

AUG 0 7 1987 

J 
n\37 "»-noC 

He. Fa «<..• 

Based upon inspection reports, we believe Booth Oil is being closed. 
Since this section has not been informed, we assume that your Region has 
taken responsibility for the review of that closure. Please keep us informed 
of all correspondences and actions pertaining to the facility. Most 
importantly, copy us on the certification of closure for the RCRA regulated 
units, and keep us up-to-date on the corrective actions to remediate the 
soil and groundwater located on and around the site. Once certification 
of RCRA closure is received by this office, we can remove them from the 
active list of TSDF's. Additionally, once those corrective action measures 
are complete, we can begin to terminate their Part A Permit and interim 
status. Thank you for your cooperation. 

cc: D. Mafrici 
E. Belmore 
J. Middelkoop 



600 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, Hew York 14202-1073 

September 19, 1985 

Mr. Paul Slkora 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of North Tonawanda 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 

Dear Mr. Sikora: 

Proposal for Cleanup of the Booth 
Oil North Tonawanda Site. 

U 1n your SePte{at>er W. 1935 telephone conversation with 
D,??! 2 ' attached please find a proposal by Mr. David Peele of 
Booth Oil for removing tanks and miscellaneous structures from their 
North Tonawanda site. This removal (Pnase 1) is preliminary to site 
investigation and cleanup. 

We request you review the Proposal with those departments responsible 
for environmental and safety with the intent of meeting with Mr. Cullen 
and Mr. Peele to confirm details on Mr. Peele's return from vacation. 

an th1s roe€t1n9 during the week of September 30, 1985 to 
demolltion t0 proceed in October. Please call Mr. Cullen at 

647-4590 to arrange tne meeting. 

Sincerely, 

Edward Belmore, P.E. 
Associate Chemical Engineer 

MC:vu 

attachment: proposal 

cc: Nf. E.J. Feron 



Revision 1 
PROPOSAL FOR NORTH TONAWANDA Date: Aug. 29, 1985 

1. CURRENT STATUS UF TANKS AT NORTH TONAWANDA 

A l ist  of al l  tanks located at the North Tonawanda Faci l i ty is given 
below. The capacity and current inventory level of  each tank is given. 

Tank = Caoaci ty Current Inventory Future Use 

51 12,000 0 MT icrap 
52 12,000 G MT Scrap 
53 12,000 G MT Scrap 
54 45,000 G 17,350 SIudge Scrap 
55 20,000 G MT Scrap 
57 45,000 G MT Scrap 
58 45,000 G MT Scrap 
41 19,650 G 2,000 SIudge Remove,Clean 
42 19,650 G 4,000 Sludge i  Transport 
42 19,650 G To Syracuse 
22/22 (One Tank ) 20,000 G 4 ,000 Sludge 
Acid Tank 2,000 G MT Katherine St. 
60 500,000 G 30,COO Sludge Not included in s 
Spare Tank 4,000 G " MT katnerine St. 
Spare Tank 2,000 G MT Katherine St. 
14 15,000- G * M T  Sera p 
15 15,000 G MT Scrap 
16 12,000 G ^MT Scrap 
Treatment Tank 12,000 G IMT Scrap 
Acid Tank 8,000 G MT Scrao 
Dist i l  late Tank 12,000 G MT Scrap 
Dist iHate Tank 12,000 G MT Scrap 
Dist i l  late Tank 8,000 G MT Scrap 
Batch St i l l  12,000 G MT Scrap 
Fuel Tank 1,000 G MT Katherine St. 
Fuel Tank 1,000 G MT Katherine St. 
Air Receiver Katherine St. 
Fiberglass 1,000 G MT. Katherine St. 



T a n k - Capaci ty 

15,000 G 

15,000 G 
15,000 G 

Current Inventory 

Rain Water 
<• u t  j  re 

45 

46 
47 it 

Scrap 

Scrap 

Scrap 
Between the Rail  Tracks 
Total Inventory 

Rain Water 
57,350 

Al l  the above tanks are constructed of steel unless otherwise noted. 

Samples have been taken from each tank which indicated that the contents 
comprised -SOT water, 30T oi l  and 20% sludge. The oi l  samples were tested 
for PCB's and results showed PCB levels below Federal al lowable- l imits. 
The sludge could not be sampled unti l  recently because i t  lay under the 
water or oi l .  Retains from each tank are currently being analysed for PCB's 
and a ful l  report wi l l  be issued to NYDEC wnen complete. 

The sludge from Tank 60 passed the EP toxici ty test (results given to NYDEC 
on July 31, 1935). 

Al l  the wastes removed to date from the North Tonawanda Faci l i ty have been 
treated at Booth Oil's Katherine Street Plant. The water and oil nave Deen 
seperatea-wator receiving further treatment to meet Buffalo Sewer Authori ty 
standards prior to discharge to the sewer ana tne oi l  has Deen Pierced anc 
suDsequently sold as road oi l  for out of state use. 

CURRENT STATUS AT 300TH GIL CO., INC. 

On June 6, 1935, Booth Oil  Co., Inc. peti t ioned for U.S. Bankruptcy court unde 
Chaster 11 of the Bankruptcy code in order to obtain temporary re' l  ief r 'rcm cert 
factors which mace continued operations unqer i ts present organization impcssib 
Despite the f inancial cr isis, Bootn Oil  nas endeavoured to continue tne 
clean-up of i ts raci l i ty at North Tonawanaa. Since the oeginning of  tne year 
a total of about 250,0.00 gal lons of l iquid has been removed form the si te and 
treated. Sampling and analysis work has been carr ied out to determine tne 
nature of  tne waste and i ts disposal.  Booth Oil  personnel have establ isneo a 
scope of work for the clean-up operations and prepared proposals for the 
clean-up. As a result  Bootn Oi l  is now ready to undertake Phase I  of the clean 
up process indenti f ied below. 

TOTAL SCOPE OF THE CLEAN-UP 

The clean-uq operation at the Faci l i ty comprises four dist inct phases of work 
which are brief ly outl ined below. 

The scope of Phase I  wil l  include the removal of al l  the above ground and 
below ground storage tanks and the demoli t ion and removal of al l  non-brick 
structures. The only storage remaining after complet ion of Phase I  wil l  be 
Tank 60, the underground tank between the rai l  l ines on the western parcel of 
land and the gas and.diesel storage tanks associated with the garage. 
Removals of these tanks is detai led in Phases 3 and 4. 

The schedule for Phase I  wil l  be; commence work end August/beginning Septemoer 
and complete operation by November 1985. 

F'hase I  

A detai l  descript ion of the Phase T operation is given later. 
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A plan for Phase 2 wi l l  be developed b/Booth OrTand submitted to the NYUEcf 
for review. This wi l l  be done by late 1985 so that agreement may be reached 
regarding the scope of work in order to commence si te investigations by May 
1986. In the meantime, the drawdown wells wi l l  be monitored and samples of 
any oi l  from the wells wi l l  be analysed. 

Phase 3 

Phase 3 would include al l  the work deemed necessary after review of results 
obtained from Phase 2. The scoDe would include removal of the remaining 
underground tanks (with the exceDtion of the diesel and gas tanks associated 
with the garage), removal of contaminated soi l  and reinstat ing tne land. 

the t ime schedule for this work wi l l  be dependent uoon the results and re­
commendations from Phase 2, but i t  is anticipates that tms wi l l  be comoiete 
before the end of 1936. 

Phase A 

Phase 4 wi l l  be the removal or Tank 60 ana clean -uD of the adjacent property. 
Tne t ime period for this Phase wi l l  be before the end of 1986. A plan wi l l  
be developed for Phase 4 and submitted to NYDE2 before the end of 1985. 

4. DETAILS OF PHASE I  CLEAN UP Action Bv Date 

(a) Review of proposal by D.L.C. D.E.C. August 16, 1935 
(b) Presentat ion of proposal to City of 

North Tonawanda Booth/DEL August 22, 1985 
(c) Letters wi l l  be issued to -  ^ 

( i )  Lawless Container Co. advising them 
to noti fy their employees that demoli t ion 
work wi l l  be commencing and not to park 
their cars on Booth's lot.  I t  is 
expected that some cars wi l l  have to be 
towed away. Booth August 23, 1985 

( i i )  The local f i re and pol ice deoartments 
to advise of the dates, durat ions and 
nature of act ivi t ies. Information wi l l  
be provided to the f i re department with 
regaro to the contents of the tanks; 
nature, physical and chemical propert ies - -a. 
etc. Booth August 23, 1985 

(d) A demoli t ion permit wi l l  be obtained by the Contractor Prior to 
contractor commencement 

( e )  S c o p e  o f  W o r k  -  -  .  

( i j  A l l  w o o d e n  c o v e r i n g s  w i l l  b e  d e m o l i s n e d  c  

and removed to a ' landfi l l  s i te. 



( t l )  

^8 
15 

( i i i )  

One tank wi l l  be designated as a sludge col lect ion tank to 
_ retain al l  sludges col lected from individual tanks. The sludge 

is not "free-f lowing" and a vacuum truck wj l  1 ttfesoserf^tn pump 
the f luid. To save transport t ime,small  capacity vacuum 
truck wi l l  discharge al l  col lected residues into the above 
designated tank,, where i t  wi l l  be di luted with water so that 
i t  can be pumped with the centr i fugal pumps used on the tractor, 
units. 

Booth Oi l  wi l l  then remove the residues from the faci l i ty using 
large capacity tractor/trai ler units and dispose of them. 

Disposal of the residues outside of Booth Oi l 's faci l i t ies 
be agreed with NYDEC before operations commence. 

wi l l  

( iv) 

(v) 

Proposals at this t ime include-
sit ing some of the North Tonawanda tanks at Booth Oi l 's 
(Catherine Street plant and using these tanks to store the 
residue unti l  they can be treated. 

-  disposal to a landfi l l  si te. 

I f  the sludge cannot be removed by oumoing i t  may be necessary 
to place a person inside some tanks to assist with removal. 
M man wi l l  only be put into a tank i f  absolutely necessary. He 
wi l l  be eauiDoed with a breathing face mask, fed witn *resn air 
via an external pump (breathing air cert i f ies) and a l i fe l ine 
connected to a point outsice tne tank. Another person wi l l  oe 
designated as an observer outside tne tank to continuously 
watcn the man in the tank. In the event of an accident, tne 
man in the tank wi l l  be pul led out using the l i fe l ine. 
(wrist or ankle connections wi l l  oe considered). 

I f  the size of the tanks enables them to be transported in one 
piece, then burning equipment wi l l  not be used. I f  burnina 
eauioment is to be used the fol lowing precautions wi l l  be 
taken-

(1) The tank internal wi l l  be cleared and al l  l iauid wastes 
removed. The only residue that may be present would be 
a sludge that cannot be moved by blast ing with water 
jets and removed by a vacuum pump. 
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(2) Fire ext inguishers wi l l  
burning. 

(4) 

(5) 

be avai lable at the point of 

--

(3) One person wi l l  be designated as a f i reman 

The tank wi l l  be connected to a carbon monoxide source which 
wi l l  purge the tank internal of any oxygen and provide interna 
posit ive pressure. This should minimise the possibi l i ty of 
ignit ion. Prior to burning an oxygen reading wi l l  be taken. 

Al l  l iquids wi l l  be removed from the tanks before any 
demoli t ion work is started. I f  sol id sluoge is present in 
the tank, any cutt ing wi l l  be above this level.  Residues wi l l  
then be shovel led out. I t  is highly unl ikely therefore that 



there could be a spi l l .  However as a precaution, 
shovels, absorbent materials, containment booms and a 
vacuum truck wi l l  be avai lable. 

(6) Al l  above ground and below ground tanks wi l l  be removed 
with the exception of tank 60, diesel and gas tanks 
associated with the garage and the underground tank 
si tuated between the rai l  tracks on the western parcel.  

(vi i )  Safety Precautions-

(a) There wi l l  be a minimum of two people on the faci l i ty 
at al l  t imes during demoli t ion work. 

(b) Signs wi l l  be posted advising of danger 
(c) The work si te wi l l  be secured each night at the end of 

work. Tanks wi l l  be left  in a safe manner and any 
excavations wi l l  be barr icaded 

(d1 Fire ext inguishers wi l l  be avai lable at al l  t imes at the 
faci l i ty. A f i re hose wi l l  also be avai lable. 

(e) The telephone at the faci l i ty is operational and wi l l  be 
used to request assistance or as a means of communication 
in the event of an accident. 

I f )  Clean uo equipment wi l l  be avai lable -  vacuum truck, shovels 
absorbent materia 1, 

lg) Safety eouiDment - Telephone, exolosimeters, oxygen level 
meter, breathing air mask, 1i fe- i ines, 'pick-uc trucks. 

(h) The company watcnmen wi l l  provide securi ty patrol at tne 
faci l i ty. 

( i )  Extreme care wi l l  be taxer when removing underground tanks, 
£5,-6, and £/,  since these are close to the property l ine. 
Once the tanks are removea tne area wi l l  be promptly 
backfi l led, with imported f i l l .  

( j )  During burning operation, supervision wi l l  be provide by 
Booth Oi l .  

(k) The personnel assigned to carry out the work are qual i f ied 
in the fol lowing areas -  burning and welding, demoli t ion 
ano transportat ion. Two of the people wno wi l l  perform the 
cutt ing nave worked for Booth Oil  on many occassions at both 
the Robinson Street and Katherine Street Faci l i t ies. Al l  
three people have previous experience in demoli t ion and 
removal of used tanks and equipment. 

(vi i i )  The contractors carry individual insurances. In addit ion Booth 
Oil  wi l l  provide general l iabi l i ty insurance coverage. 

5. PARAMETERS OF THE PROPOSAL 

The above works and t ime schedules represent our best est imates. While we 
wi l l  endeavour to fol low the plans outl ined, f inancial or operational 
constraints may result  in changes to these plans. However, we wisn to assure 
al l  part ies concerned that Booth Oil  is ful ly prepared to co-operate with 
the NYDEC and the City of North Tonawanda to expidite the clean-up of the 
North Tonawanda Faci l i ty to a mutual ly agreeable conclusion. 
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BOOTH 
OILCO. 
INC. 
Re-refiners of Petroleum Products 

January 10, 1986 

R E C n v r n  v **• 1 J. r** 

New York State Department of F,,., , 
Environmental Conservation ;1 iJO/ 
600 Delaware Ave. 
Buffalo, New York 14202 Uu'" 

i ii. 

Attn: Mr. Jim Feron oEh' , 

Dear Mr. Feron: 

Proposal for Clean-up of North Tonawanda Site. 

1. Status of Clean-up 

(a) Phase I 

Phase I has been progressing well despite the late start caused by slow 
mobilization of the contractor and delays with the analysis of tank sludges. 
A total of 21 above ground tanks have been cleared and removed from the 
site. Five tanks remain-2 acid tanks and tank numbers T41, 42, 43. It is 
anticipated that these will be removed from the site before January 24, 1986. 

The three underground tanks, T45, 46, 47 on the Eastern Parcel will be 
removed before the end of January 1986 (assuming no serious bad weather). 

In addition to the above work, we are considering demolition of.the office 
building on the Western Parcel. The rubble from the building would be used 
to fill the excavation of tanks T45, 46, 47. As requested by your Department 
at the meeting with the City of North Tonawanda, the excavation will be 
filled promptly. 

This will complete the.Phase I activity of the Clean-up. 

(b) Phase 2 

Appendix A contains extracts from the "Final Closure Plan" prepared for 
Booth Oil in November 1981. The report details that considerable drilling 
was undertaken and monitoring wells installed which were sufficient to 
determine: 

(i) Subsoil conditions 
(ii) Groundwater quality and condition 
(fii) Groundwater levels, flow and flow direction 

Katherine St., P.O. Box 10112, Buffalo, NY 14210 Phone: 716-855-2212 



"Final Closure Plan" 

prepared for 
Booth Oil Co., Inc. 

— . -.... submitted by 
Waste Resource Associates, inc. 

> ..r 
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November 24, 1981 
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JAN 1 o 1986 

N Y S DEPT. OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
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The drawdown well  system has been monitored and evaluated since that t ine. 
By October 1982, the oi l  recovery from the Western Parcel had decreased to 
around 10 gal lon/day. Since 1982, the oi l  recovery has decreased steadi ly. 
The last oi l  recovered from the Eastern Parcel was July 1985. The oi l  
recovery rate for the si te for 1985 is shown in Table 1. 

Throughout 1935, the amount of oi l  recovered in the pi l lows was noticeably 
decreasing. When the pi l lows were squeezed after weighing, the concentrat ion 
of oi l  became less as the year progressed. Around September, when the oi l lows 
were squeezed, the only oi l  evident was a sl ight stain on the hand. 

After September 1985, no oi l  has been evident in the Western Parcel wel l .  
Each t ime the pi l lows were checked only clean water had been captured. 

The pi l lows used were Ergon Sorbents, type El OP (8" dia. x 18" Lg.) 
manufactured by Ergon Oil  and Chemical Sorbents. Although the f ibres of the 
pi l low are intended to repel water, water does become entrained between the 
f ibres. This has been evident by observation of the pi l lows since early/mid 
1985.Hence, unt i l  the discolorat ion caused by oi l  ceased, i t  was di f f icult  to 
dif ferentiate between amounts of water and oi l  trapped by the pi l low. Up 
to that point,  we had assured the total weight was oi l ,  although later evidence 
dispel led this. 

Samples were taken from the sewer outlets uncovered when Conrai l  were 
working on the road crossing on October 16, 1985 were analysed and a PCB 
count of less than 9 PPM recorded. 

The si te has not been in use for some years. During the Clean-up operation 
(Phase I)  carr ied out in 1985, there were no oi l  spi l ls on the property. 
Also tank foundations were inspected as each tank was demolished and there 
was no evidence of leakage into the ground. The contamination of the ground 
must have been at a peak around 1978-1981, when operations ceased at the 
si te. The survey conducted in 1981 would have registered the ful l  extent 
of ground and groundwater contamination. 

We therefore consider that most of the si te has been cleared of contamination. 

Fol lowing results of a survey carr ied out in the fal l  of 1984, samples taken 
from underground tank T1 identi f ied on the Site Closure Plan dated 10/5/81, 
showed a PCB count of 874 PPM. The surrounding groundsoi l  and surface water 
samples taken at that t ime al l  had low PCB levels, the highest being 69 PPM 
from the sample of soi l  adjacent to the tank. The tank contents were drained 
at that t ime. I t  is proposed that the si te investigation to be carr ied out 
in the spring of 1986, cover the fol lowing-

la) A geophysical survey to confirm the number and size of underground -anks 
number T1, T2, identi f ied on the Site Closure Plan dated 10/5/81. 

(b) Excavation of test pits using a backhoe around T1, T2 to establ ish the 
areal extent and depth of any oi l  contamination around the tanks i f  
contamination is found then samples wi l l  be analysed for PCB's. 



(c) Further investigations would be carr ied out when the tanks are 
excavated and removed. 

(d) Sampling and analysis of groundwater from the drawdown wel ls, and 
surface water. Also the sewer col lect ion pit  placed in the summer of 
1985 wi l l  be sampled and analysed. 

(e) Continual monitoring of drawdowr wel ls unit  f i tc l  si te closure. 

Phase 3 

Phase 3 is dependent upon the results obtained from Phase 2. 

Phase 4 

Tank 60 wi l l  be emptied before Apri l  1986 and the tank wi l l  be removed 
from the si te before the end of 1986. 

Very truly yours, 

David Peel 
Director of Operations 
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- cV,'WfAgj\RA COUNTY 

^9j-ti" - y HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
HUMAN RESOURCES BUILDING 

MAIN POST OFFICE BOX 428 

10th AND EAST FALLS STREET 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 14302 

March 29, 1982 

Mr. George T. Booth, HI 
President 
Booth Oil Co., Inc. 
76 Robinson Street 
North Tonawanda, NT 11*120 

RE: ROBIN SON STREET STORM SEWER 
OIL CLEANUP - BOOM REPLACEMENT 

Dear Mr. Booth: 

Investigation by Department personnel this past 
week, has indicated that a considerable quantity of oil exists in the 
Robinson Street storm sewer. In addition, the boom located at the 
Robinson Street storm sewer outfall into the Niagara River has been 
severely damaged by River ice. La accordance with the Closure Plan 
for your Robinson Road Site, this storm sewer is to be maintained to 
prevent oil from entering into the Niagara River. Therefore, the 
department requests that all oily material be removed from the Robinson 
Street storm sewer by April $, 1982 and properly disposed of in accor-
dmoe with existing regulations. She existing boom is to be repaired, 
as best possible, at this time with absorb ant pads placed at the outfall 
area. Once the ice flow has ceased in the River, a new boom is to be 
placed at the outfall area. 

Please feel free to call us if you have any questions 
concerning this matter. 

Tours very truly, 

vald,P.E. 
Health Engineer 

JJD:dew 
cc: Mnr-Paal—Foersch 

Mr. John Beecher 
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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
OFF SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

INFORMATION REPORTING FORM 

Date: 

Site Name: d',1 Co. TDD: f)2,~8HQ 

Site Address: lb fikhlnften, 
Street, Box, etc. 

AiirJK '1orvus.\ar\A Ow 
Town 

i.Win.r 
County 

State 

NUS Personnel: Name Discipline 

i  lan€t £reoloo/s£ 

D̂bn r \ x  n^es4 : \ v /D  ^Ic t / i rAcy^ 

Weather Conditions (clear, cloudy, rain, snow, etc.): 

(pxrttij MnuAu j  dn-4&c 

Estimated wind direction and wind speed: rr^^>V\ 

Estimated temperature: 

Signature:^)^ 

Countersigned 

Date 

Date: i t  f a  f a  7  



OSRIRF 10/12/S7 
Page 2 of 5 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

INFORMATION REPORTING FORM 

Date: 

Site Name: Oi| 0x3. TDD: C)2~% 1lQ-q | 

Site Sketch: 

• --^cate relative landmark locations (streets, buildings, streams otr.V 
Pro^de locatiflns-ffOTrrwnich photos are taken. 

Signature: 

Countersigned 
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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

INFORMATION REPORTING FORM 

Date: W H 
Site Name: a, I c^, TDD: I 

Photolog: 

Frame/Photo 
Number Date Time Photographer Description 

r"c\cirxQ one, 

C<xr cyvccv^e. 

i P-"20(5  ̂ \1<,2. R. lO'eS <de. - 4 mr 

|̂ -2.l (£) ll/c)/?") j?£0 R.Lile.'S -Fidinj PosU rmtf 

cf <\hf. 

Attach additional sheets if necessary. Provide site name, TDD number, signature, 
and countersignature on each. 

Signature: 

Countersignature 

I 

i</9/?7 



j j y p b o  i ~ / i > f 8 £ > G  

Preliminary Assessment Review Form 

Site Name: 
Aliases: 
Address: 7G fain*w-ow 
C i t y :  (U<nTL 
County 
State: /u</v a//\A 
Priority Rating Given\rJtrr 
(By State or Contractor) 

Agree: 
Disagree: 
(Check One) 

If Disagree, Why? 

c 

guxs Jjfactou* : //^-c7?vg 

JLXj ys & /haX- £ 

Other Comments: ^ ^ ^ 
l6̂  £LAXL /UL<n*-*n/-d 0. 

Recommendation: 
Final (By EPA) 

Ĵb 

Jĵ A~vU <jrvv 

fa 

Reviewer: 
Date: 

f r ih  d '  ^  

Y '  K - 9  8  
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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

INFORMATION REPORTING FORM 

Date: j\)ovA j. / 

Site Names $xA\\ Oil CJS. TDD: 02-^-7/0-7/ 
Notes (Periodically indicate time of entries in military time): 

\2f0- AcfhM, o± tohofc toe kplici/L u dk s i te  

0/1 Co. "Sfe. K ,vXitN 

ily3T> cyrn^ (.CAP 4-CjQT \-eoA, 

ind^frrio\ cp^rjprA:^ OTP^ 

rvAjxen-t -te tt / org, rt̂ i rfrAfhnA Wfe 

^vJrroncfcraj ihgyt?.,  c^re. Arudte cm 

>̂1̂ -- —C p̂p̂ LCsT—"to, Kdcnci /̂ o>\ olP f~5s QjOinrfhir̂ ir-' 

Co, loirudk "v̂  ar.rcŷ  

> q  s K o t k p r p J n r P , .  n n  r n i o r r A - i ^  

ftf>fta*cs possible. TVs0̂ \s no ura> a ppP r̂x pnssfi 

—r^^ik *y£ vJA &i1rt , 

—uiPr» rw<fc ofaftgrvftA 

Signature: Jj 

Countersignature: 
Date: 

Date: 

< i h k i  

7/Pf? 


